Attention Accumulation in Disruption from Below is the smallsat/rideshare bus a Christensen low-end disru: A Learning-Curve Analysis of Citation Growth by Article Age
1. Introduction
This empirical paper supports Greta Strand (1B-ECO-223) and the dissertation project Disruption from Below: is the smallsat/rideshare bus a Christensen low-end disru. The model tests whether citation accumulation is structured by article age inside the retrieved corpus. The analysis uses the local candidate source pack and reports only deterministic workbook results , , .
2. Theory and Hypotheses
The theoretical claim is intentionally narrow. If the candidate topic has become more visible in the retrieved literature, then source metadata should show structure across time, attention, or venue. If it has not, the model should return weak or unstable associations , .
H0: the modeled outcome is unrelated to the specified predictors.
H1: the modeled outcome is systematically related to the specified predictors.
3. Data
The estimation file contains 30 retrieved source records. Variables are constructed from local metadata, including publication year, reported citation count, venue family, and deterministic topic-signal fields. Every row preserves a source column so the empirical workbook remains auditable.
4. Method
The estimator is a log-log learning-curve model with robust HC1 standard errors. The exact fit summary is: N=30, R2=0.01041920175244715, elasticity_b=-0.1926006227088749, progress_ratio_2^b=0.8750269626827164. The exact term summary is: const coef=1.102174621504411 p=0.0190810198586707; _ln_x coef=-0.1926006227088749 p=0.5076472764512341. These values are interpreted as corpus-screen evidence, not as final causal estimates.
5. Findings
The findings are bounded by the estimator output. Where a coefficient is signed and precise, it indicates structure in the retrieved source corpus. Where a coefficient is imprecise, the paper treats the result as evidence against a strong claim. This distinction matters because a noisy source pack should not be forced to carry more policy weight than it can bear , .
6. Discussion
The paper contributes to the dissertation by keeping the evidentiary chain inspectable. It shows which parts of the candidate topic are visible in metadata and which parts need a more direct document-coding design. The result is a disciplined bridge from source retrieval to dissertation-level interpretation , .
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Specification

Results
	Term
	Coef.
	Std. err.
	t
	p
	95% CI

	const
	1.1022
	0.4702
	2.3439
	0.0191
	[0.1806, 2.0238]

	_ln_x
	-0.1926
	0.2907
	-0.6625
	0.5076
	[-0.7624, 0.3772]


Fit: N = 30 R2 = 0.0104 elasticity_b = -0.1926 progress_ratio_2^b = 0.875
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Figure 1. Citation accumulation against article age in the retrieved topic literature.
Empirical Workbook (embedded)
Every figure above is reproduced from the workbook below, which is also attached as the live spreadsheet paper.xlsx. Each observation carries its source.
Data (real observations)
	doc_id
	year_num
	age_index
	cites_num
	cites_plus1
	signal_score
	source

	1
	2020
	7
	0
	1
	6
	https://amostech.space/year/2020/payload-and-constellation-design-for-a-solar-exclusion-avoiding-cislunar-ssa-fleet/

	2
	2025
	2
	0
	1
	8
	10.64861/PFBR4795

	3
	2020
	7
	0
	1
	3
	https://amostech.space/year/2020/microsat-laser-communication-terminals-and-ir-imaging-payloads-for-space-based-applications/

	4
	2011
	16
	0
	1
	5
	https://amostech.space/year/2011/operational-collision-risk-management-evaluating-and-mitigating-high-risk-conjunction-events/

	5
	2025
	2
	0
	1
	6
	10.64861/QSBT6539

	6
	2022
	5
	0
	1
	8
	https://amostech.space/year/2022/delay-disruption-tolerant-reinforcement-learning-aurora-based-communication-system-dreams/

	7
	2025
	2
	0
	1
	6
	10.64861/DXXP4768

	8
	2014
	13
	0
	1
	3
	https://amostech.space/year/2014/concepts-for-an-enhanced-cubesat-geo-space-situational-awareness-architecture/

	9
	2021
	6
	0
	1
	5
	https://amostech.space/year/2021/hiding-in-plain-sight-observing-objects-in-low-lunar-orbit-and-the-l2-dark-cone-from-a-lunar-surface-observatory/

	10
	2007
	20
	0
	1
	3
	https://amostech.space/year/2007/samm-2-a-rapid-modular-and-extensible-all-altitude-vis-ir-background-scene-generator/

	11
	2023
	4
	0
	1
	1
	10.64861/ZLBP3943

	12
	2022
	5
	0
	1
	5
	https://amostech.space/year/2022/the-experiment-for-space-radiation-analysis-esra-technology-maturation-of-next-generation-charged-particle-detectors-in-gto/

	13
	2022
	5
	17
	18
	3
	10.1016/j.actaastro.2022.05.022

	14
	2024
	3
	9
	10
	2
	10.1016/j.actaastro.2024.05.045

	15
	2019
	8
	170
	171
	2
	10.1016/j.actaastro.2019.08.031

	16
	2026
	1
	0
	1
	5
	10.1016/j.actaastro.2026.01.050

	17
	2025
	2
	4
	5
	3
	10.1016/j.actaastro.2025.06.050

	18
	2024
	3
	28
	29
	1
	10.1016/j.actaastro.2024.08.022

	19
	2022
	5
	4
	5
	2
	10.1016/j.actaastro.2022.11.046

	20
	2025
	2
	1
	2
	2
	10.1016/j.actaastro.2025.10.046

	21
	2024
	3
	1
	2
	8
	10.1016/j.actaastro.2024.06.033

	22
	2025
	2
	4
	5
	1
	10.1016/j.actaastro.2024.12.057

	23
	2019
	8
	5
	6
	1
	10.1016/j.actaastro.2019.05.010

	24
	2023
	4
	10
	11
	1
	10.1016/j.actaastro.2023.07.014

	25
	2020
	7
	0
	1
	3
	Roadmap: Australia Economic-Technological Renaissance in Space

	26
	2020
	7
	0
	1
	1
	Stilwell et al ASCEND 2025 Orbital Classification

	27
	2020
	7
	0
	1
	1
	The Role of Space in Driving Sustainability, Security, and Development

	28
	2020
	7
	0
	1
	1
	IRD Project Research Designs V2.0

	29
	2020
	7
	0
	1
	1
	Weinzierl 2018: Space the Final Economic Frontier

	30
	2020
	7
	0
	1
	1
	International Relations and Economic Dimensions of Trusted Space Data


Variable construction
	Variable
	Definition
	Construction / source

	cites_plus1
	Citation count plus one
	Computed as the reported citation count from the local brain index plus one so the log transformation is defined for uncited records

	age_index
	Document age index
	Computed as 2026 minus publication year plus one


Estimator output
	Term
	Coef.
	Std. err.
	t
	p
	95% CI

	const
	1.1022
	0.4702
	2.3439
	0.0191
	[0.1806, 2.0238]

	_ln_x
	-0.1926
	0.2907
	-0.6625
	0.5076
	[-0.7624, 0.3772]


Fit: N = 30 R2 = 0.0104 elasticity_b = -0.1926 progress_ratio_2^b = 0.875
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